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joys and sinecure duties he was compelled to
turn when in February, 1685, the opportunist
Charles II died and a Roman Catholic king
ruled a Protestant realm.

As during the last seven years of Charles's
reign, Churchill continued to be a foremost and
trusted servant of King James II and to acquire
offices and honours, which included an English
peerage and the Governorship of the Hudson's
Bay Company ; but at the same time he tact-
fully expressed his disagreement with the King's
policy. James's intention was to stretch his pre-
rogatives to the utmost to acquire equality, if
not predominance, for his fellow religionists and
to attain a position not dissimilar from that of
the neighbouring autocrat, Louis XIV of France.
But at first he half-hid his intentions. When he
sent Lord Churchill to inform Louis of his acces-
sion to the Throne, he cancelled his original
orders to ask for a subsidy such as Louis had
been accustomed to dole out to Charles II. At
the outset of his reign James had a loyal Par-
liament and he promised to respect the rights
of the Church of England.

Thus it was that when James's half-brother,
the Duke of Monmouth, invaded England in
the Protestant cause in June, 1685, he chose a
most unpropitious moment and few wealthy or
influential men joined him. This western inva-
sion afforded Churchill an opportunity for an
independent display of his military gifts. In
spite of his meagre experience, he was entrusted
by James with the command of the troops sent